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sure I can sell myself back to my wife. Elise is too level-headed not
to come to her senses soon. She doesn't want a divorce any more
than I do. And I don't need a psychologist to tell me so.
Tracy Manning was the kind of client we can seldom help. He
was unwilling to grant there was anything particularly wrong in
himself, in his marriage, or in his wife. In our opinion he was fear-
ful of tinkering with the jovial public personality that made him a
social and business success. He wanted to think and live on the
surface, despite the fact that the two affairs upon which he had em-
barked—both of the affairs were prolonged and there was some evi-
dence of still other infidelities—clearly indicated that all was not
well with him and with his marriage.
Tracy and Elise took the personality tests we offer all our clients,
and he was disconcerted and displeased with the findings. His own
answers to the tests, as explained to him, strongly suggested that
his jolly, back-slapping ways were mostly a pose, that inwardly he
felt insecure and afraid. After scoffing at our interpretation of the
tests and thereby subconsciously arming himself to evade the pain
of self-knowledge, Tracy wanted no future counseling.
However, Elise decided to continue on her own and make an ef-
fort to understand the reasons for the failure of the marriage. She
realized that a divorce would be hard on her three children, just as
her parents* divorce had been hard on her. What Elise did not re-
alize, until after her counseling, was that in her own way she had
been as unsatisfactory a wife to Tracy as her mother had been to
Iier father. In some ways Elise as a wife resembled Andrea Wey-
mer. Elise did not nag, complain, lose her temper, spend too much
of Tracy's money. Her house was not untidy, her food was not
poorly cooked, but her virtues were negative, academic. They were
not the virtues calculated to meet the needs of a man like Tracy.
Tracy required an unusual amount of affection and reassurance.
His ego was weak, and he was chronically uneasy about the im-
pression he was making, as are many people who vie for the popu-

